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CONFIDENTIAL: To be treated as strictly confidential until released for publication 
on the morning of Wednesday, 18th April, 


BUILDING STATISTICS, TASMANIA -- DECEMBER QUARTER, 1950. 


The Deputy Commonwealth Statistician (Mr. J. C. Stephen), has made available 
the following particulars of New Building Statistics for the quarter ended 31st 
Decanbei’, 1950, together with comparable data for preceding periods. 


1. DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED. 


A’statement of definitions of terms used will be found on pages 9 and 10. 


2. SUMMARY FOR QUARTER ENDED 31ST DECEMBER, 1950. 


Building statistics for Tasmania for December quarter, 1950, are summarized 
in the following tables. The figures indicate that new buildings commenced during the 
quarter and those under construction at the end of the period showed a continued 
upward movement whilst buildings completed declined slightly compared with levels 
reached during the September quarter. 
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Ae OONSTRUCTION OF NEW BUILDINGS, TASMANTA - DECEMBER QUARTER, 1950. 
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(a) When completed, (b) Temporary dwellings not included, 
(c) Number indicates number of individual flats provided as new dwellings. 


By = _ PERSONS ACTUALLY WORKING ON JOBS CARRIED OUT BY BUILDERS 
OF NEW BUILDINGS IN TASMANIA AS AT 31ST DECEMBER, 1950. 


Grade of Type of No. | Work Engaged On 


Occupation 8 


Contractors Carpenters 3,386 . New Buildings - 

Sub-Contractors | Bricklayers | ATTA Houses 1 4,257 

Wage Earners ainters i, Soe Other New Buildings 1,733 

lectricians _ 205: Additions & Alterations 
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300 


Total 6,824 Total 


Total 6,824 


(a) Includes estimate for persons working on owner=built jobs. 
(bd) Excludes principals and their employees engaged solely on alterations, 
additions and maintenance work, 


Further elaboration of the above statistics together with comparisons with 
preceding periods are set out in the following sections of this report. 


3 NEV HOUSES. 
Note; "Houses" include owner built houses but not temporary or shop dwellings or flats. 
(4°) NEW HOUSES COMPLETED: 


During the quarter ended 31st December, 1950, a total of 870 new houses 
was completed in Tasmania and although this represents a decrease of 468 compared with 
September quarter, 1950, the number was still higher than that recorded for any other 
quarter since 30th June, 1945. The numbers completed during December quarter in 
preceding years were 655 in 1949, 564 in 1948, 392 in 1947, 247 in 1946 and 113 in 
194.5. In the post-war period (September quarter 1945 to December quarter 4950) a 
total of 10,140 new houses has been completed in the State. 


In addition to houses, 3 new dwellings were provided during the quarter 
by construction of new flats, while 3 shops with dwellings were also complet ede 


The 870 houses completed during December quarter, 1950, comprised 135° 
solid brick, concrete ete., 68 brick, concrete etc, veneer, 480 wood, 147 prrefabrica- 
ted wood and 40 fibro=cement houses, Of the total 10.140 houses completed since 
September quarter, 1945, 2,472 or 24.4% were of brick, concrete etc. constrwetion 
and 7,668 or 75.6% of wood, etc. materials. For December quarter 1950, 203 or 23% 
of the total number of houses completed were of brick etc, and 667 or 77% of wood stc. 
materialse 
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The average recorded value of cach house completed in Tasmania has risen 
at the following rate, viz, £903 in December quarter 1945, £1,097 in December 
quarter 1946, £1,110 in December quarter 1917 i 
£1,424 in December quarter 1949, and £1,707 in December quarter 1950, For December 

® quarter 1950, the average completed value of each brick, concrete, etc. house was 
£2,579 compared with £1,541 for each wood house and £900 for each fibro-cement ete, 
house, The corresponding average values for December quarter 1949 were brick etc, 
£1,961, wood £1,306 and fibro-cement £849. Since 1945=16 the average completed 
cost has risen 90% per brick etc, house and 80% per wood house, 


(4) NEW HOUSES COMMENCED: 


The number of new’houses commenced during December quarter 1950 was 
£1,037, an increase of 69 on September quarter 1950 and the greatest number 
commenced in any quarter since September quarter 1945. Since July 1945 a total of 
approximately 13,538 new houses has been placed under construction in Tasmania, 


(4111) NEW HOUSES UNDER CONSTRUCTION: 
USES UNDER CONSTRUCTION 


During December quarter 1950 the number of new houses commenced exceeded 
the number completed by a fairly substantial margin, with the result that the number 
of houses under construction increased from 3,280 at 30th September, 1950, to 
35447 at 31st December, 1950, These figures compare with the following number of 
houses under construction at 31st December in preceding years: 1949, 3073; 1948 
251673 1947, 14,8475 1946, 1,193; and 4945 546. The houses under construction at 
31st December, 1950, were distributed, according to materials of outer=-walls, as 

- follows: Solid brick, concrete..667 (19.4%): brick, concrete, etc, veneer 39h 
(114.4%); wood 1,906 (55.3%); prefabricated wood 296 (8.6%); fFibro=-cement 180 
(5.2%); and others }, (0.1%). 


The following table shows in summary form the number of houses commenced, 
completed and under construction for the years 1945-46 to 1949-50, and September and 
December quarters, 1950, 
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(a) Estimated; actual Figures nob collected, 


The total number of dwellings according to type, completed and under 
construction is set out in the following table = 


CONSTRUCTION OF DWELLINGS ACCORDING TO TYPE, TASMANIA, 
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4,894 
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(b) Conversions into Flats are excluded. 


In the next table the types of new houses completed and under construction 
are shown as percentages of the total number of new houses, and the average costs of 
each completed new house according to type for the periods shown. 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION & AVERAGE RECORDED COST OF BACH TYPE OF NEW HOUSE, 
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Includes Stone, Concrete and Veneers, 

Fibro=Cement and Other. 

Average cost is obtained by dividing total number 
of houses completed into the total value of houses 
as stated by builders, As averages, they 

relate to houses of the size and standard completed 


in the relevant period, and cannot be regarded as an 
index of the cost of erecting houses of a particular 
size or standard, 


. 2 dl bed 


Iv. _NEW HOUSES ACCORDING TO MUNICIPALITIES: 


December quarter 1950 particulars for the numbers and values of houses 
commenced, completed, and under construction according to local government 
areas, together with those for building permits issued for houses are shown in 
the next two tables. 
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(a) Value when completed, 


(bd) Suburban areas only of these Municipalities, 


(c) Excluding those Municipalities which do not 
require a permit to build, 


B. PIIDING PERMITS FOR, AND CONS'UTION OF NEW HOUSES ACCORDIN Pe a 
TO STATISTICAL DIVISIONS AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREAS - December Quarter, 1950. 
Including Owner=Built “Houses, » 
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4, _NEW BUILDINGS (OTHER THAN HOUSES). 


Note: Values quoted exclude the cost of land on which the 
buildings are erected. 


The value of other new buildings under construction at 31st December, 
1950, reached the record figure of £4,159,000 which may be compared with 
£2,445,000 at the same date in 1949, £1,660,000 in 1948, £1,286,000 in 1947, 
£691,000 in 1946 and £314,000 in 19.5, The value of factories under construction 
at 31st December, 1950, was £1,260,000 or 30% of the total value of all other buildings 
under construction at that date, Ten new factories were completed during the 
quarter. 


The value of other new buildings comp’eted during December quarter, 
1950, was £335,000, compared with £566,000 during September quarter, 1950, and 
£252,000 during December quarter, 1949, 


The progress made in the construction of new buildings, other than 
houses, may be seen in the next table which shews values of new buildings commenced, 
completed and under construction according to typefor each year since 1945-46 and 
the last six quarters. 


VALJE OF NEW BUILDINGS (OTHER THAN HOUSES). 


g as a 
Shops aaa wagtee 


ies 


| Shops with: 
; : Flats | ten ' Without : Guest 
PERT : : ; i : i 
nae | Pier ene | Dwelling. Houses | 


euc. | 
£'000 £1000 f £'000 : £'000 : £'000 


enshonbargarpnasensgnssocesenssinasssuenantepsesssesisbeysonusauceststocvunsonsvetssotsceosssvoeanevedeesortisisesobacsusscuavevss esescosetuebsneaupesionessesssonbensctessedivessabonvesanbstvresesovauéseatsesvaucapbeaesduoreunmnsevenseabavengrs ssancenses necescreneqiealttirseetasrs ecstcovenneeaea es bocesense@rnnsasens aura enensonnossetsonpatendeyes cibfoeseebseesasdasdueserasey faptapdenenbepesenyrteres Tears 


1945-16 (a) Ln RC a es a - | ee he ee 
1946-17 ly 40° we Pe Bae i ae Se ge 
tes Cee 26 L TERO Go tas 
1948-19  obe 8 ey i ge) rape a? Vee 
G49-50, Sep. Qre | ee 40 4h. a 336 
Dees Qre | 12 | 1 20 5 22 
Mar, Qr. | eae 5 25 BB! oj 216 


June ee “lei LO eee 


EA ba 


wd 930-54, Sepe Qr. 
Dec. Qr. 


‘Strnmonsnnnngnnennavacennenseonssns cow esetna yussnnenssss4nesauenns Naveen Osten cQuenHssArssrsncasMnerseraseusensbassngnesH#DbensssnseesapenDatseoobsneuanenserssaresnersensesserasenannecssesessnusnenensteepeassassssesersvuensezeneenanenssponsesencayanensesseaasenanecsnnnsssidesseneaeneasvedessarrsers reer sesenitessereneaees 


Total since 1/7/46 


1945-16 boar 
194.6-1.7 bo “Aen 9 one Ps ee 54 
1947-48 ee ar a at ete 
1948-19 | 29 = 130 ee ee ee ee: 


1949-50, Sepe Qre | 20 | h i, abe 3.4 S2h6 
Dec. Qre 1 6 oe aS aes fo 
Mar. Qre | 
aS June Qre 
| Year vane 50 = 1 eae oe 


Hess nuanersenseniatuusesrinsnvensypaayoscanessasessutecnssearensageasgsnsnecatersnsces cassacssuspeesDecssconegusenssesnecensstsaggeceseuanennesanervacsaseaastdieassedstesentvensisenseseerncanonssterneensseieaguenntunconsuesssantanastarsssouscanucatvebouasguenersossasvanuncseresssucstussnaressebeagegensansanuansteesssyey 


: Deo. Or. | 


‘Total since 1/1/45 = 


1946 30th Sept. 1411 ; “eas 6 |: 365 
1947," boo oe as ee ee! me So ee 
948° " " ee ees (ee ee ee me 

5 ; , et ae ee ae ee j 


VALUE OF NEW BUILDINGS (OTHER THAN HOUSES). (CONTD. ). 
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(a) Information not collected, 


ae VALUE OF ALL BUILDINGS. 


The value of all new buildings (including houses) completed 

in Tasmania during December quarter, 1950, was £1,820,000, a decline of £358,000 
compared with September quarter, 1950. However the December quarter value of com~ 

Lions (£4 020, 000) compares favourably with £1,556,000 for June quarter, 1950, 
£4,311,000 fox March quarter, 1950, and £1,185,000 vor December quarter, 1949. New 
houses valued at £1,485,000 comprised 81. 6% of the total figure for completions in 
December guarter, 4950, compared with a wala of £933,000 or 78. 7% of the total 
value of completions in December quarter, 1949s 


The value of all new buildings under construction. at the 31st 
December, 4.959, was £10,416,000, representing a slight increase on the figure of 
£9,5035,090 xreocrded as at 40th September, 4950. These figures compare with 
2,007,C00 for value of new buildings under construction at 31st December, 19466 


In comparing these money values, due allowance should be made 
for increases in building costs, 


6. VALUE OF WORK DONE ON NEW BUILDINGS. 


The value of work done on new buildings during December quarter, 

20, has been calculated from new data collected from builders in returns for the 
eptember and December quarters. According to the information recorded on the 

surns, the value of work done during December quarter, 1950, on new buildings in 

rania was £2,480,000, Of this total, £1,828,000 or 73.7% was in respect of new 

uses and £652,000 or 26, 3% represented value of work done during the quarter on 
bite new buildings, Hobart and Suburbs accountad for £847,000 or 34.2% of the 

‘al value, Launceston and Suburbs accounted for £46,000 or 180% and the rest 

tne State for £1,187,000 or 47.8% Further details relating to value of work 
Sne duxing Deosiner quarter, 1950, are contained in the following table - 
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.7. PERSONS WORKING ON NEW BUILDINGS, 


Note: The figures quoted below include estimates 

for persons working on owner=built houses, but exclude 

principals and their employees engaged solely on 
alterations and additions, 


There were 5,166 persons, including 1,655 working principals working 
on new building construction in Tasmania at 31st December, 1950. Of these 3,386 
were carpenters by trade, 1,38) builders labourers and 477 bricklayers. 


The number of workers engaged at 31st December each year has 
Aroyreased as follows: 1946, 3,099; 1947, 4,063; 1948, 4,849; 1949, 5,901; while 
ino tuumber reached 6,821 at 31st December, 1950, Of the latter number 5,057 were 
cling on private contract jobs, 760 on owner=built jobs and 1,004 on government 
‘ay labour projects. The returns indicated that at 31st December, 1950, 4,257 
wore working on new houses, 1,733 on other new buildings, 225 on additions and 


aiterations to houses, 306 on alterations and additions to other new buildings and 
500 on repairs and maintenance work, 


Details of the number of workers classified according to type of 
o2aupation ard grade of occupation at 430th June, 194.6, and later dates are as 
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Actually working on jobs. 


8. DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED. 


Owner-Builder; For the purpose of this Bulletin, an owner-builder is a person 
who is actually building his own house or is having his house built under his own 
direction without the services of a Contractor, 


Commenced: A building is regarded as having been commenced when work on 
oundations has begun, Owing to the difficulty of defining the exact point that 


this represents in building operations, it is probable that interpretations placed 
upen it by informants are not entirely uniform 
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Completed: building is regarded as having been completed when the builder 
as fulfilled the terms of the contract, As with ccmmencements, the interpretations 
placed upon this definition may vary. 


Under Construction: A building remaining uncompleted at the end of a period is 


regarded as being under construction regardless of whether construction was actively 
proceeding on that particular date, 


Employment; The figures of employment relate to persons actually working on 
new buildings on a stecified day. They include working principals, employees, men 


working as, or for, sub-contractors and men temporarily laid off on account of 
weather, In addition, they include some employees engaged on alterations, 
additions, renovations or repairs to buildings when these jobs are undertaken by 
a contractor who builds new buildings. The figures include estimates for persons 
working on owner=built houses, 


Values: All values shown exclude the value of land and represent the 
estimated value of buildings on completion, 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 
All figures in this Bulletin relate to the operations of private 
contractors, Government Authorities and owner=builders, 


Figures relate only to the operations of persons who build 
New Buildings, 
Alterations, additions, renovations and repairs to buildings are 
excluded, because of the difficulty in obtaining complete lists of persons who 
engage in these operations, 


Figures for houses exclude converted military huts, temporary 
dwellings, flats, and shop dwellings. Some houses built on farms are excluded but 
these do not affect the figures materially, 


Je C, Stephen, 
Commonwealth Bureau of Deputy Commonwealth Statistician, 
Census and Statistics, 
T. & G, Building, 


Hobart. 


16th April, 1951. 


